@;;r Families and Friends,

Welcome to our 2014 Summer Reading Calendar: BEE a Reader, BEE Your Best!
Each child is important and deserves every opportunity to learn to read and
become literate. We know reading is the basic tool for success in school, work,
and throughout life. Research shows the foundation for reading must be laid early
in childhood.

You are your child’s first teacher! You have the power to help your child build the
foundation for successful reading. Although it may feel like an overwhelming
responsibility, there is no need for apprehension. Ushering children into the “world
of reading” can and should be done joyfully in & comfortable environment—your
home. Your example will inspire your child to read!

We encourage you to read aloud with and to your child every day because it will—
e Strengthen the bond you share

Teach that reading is important and fun

Inspire imagination and creativity

Develop vocabulary, listening and comprehension skills

Stimulate healthy brain development

Establish a life-long love of reading and learning

Promote success in school

Build attention span and interest in a wide range of topics

This summer, we invite you to go to your local library, get a library card, and visit
there often.

Libraries offer free book clubs, story times, puppet shows, and many other fun
activities to help you and your child read together. In addition, go on family field
trips to museums, parks, and other places of interest this summer and keep a
journal together of your adventures. This will help your child not only become
literate but also create lifelong memories.

Our Summer Reading Calendar is jam-packed with exciting activities, which help
you discover a fun summer filled with enjoyable reading adventures. Join us and
BEE a Reader, BEE Your Best!

Gary R. Herbert Jeanette Herbert
Governor First Lady
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